
CAPITAL PREP 

THEMATIC INSTRUCTION 



MISSION STATEMENT 

  

Capital Preparatory Magnet School aspires to create a community of 
lifelong learners that will provide society with citizens who work 
toward social justice in a college preparatory environment.  Capital 
Preparatory Magnet School staff will provide an educational 
environment that creates opportunities for all students to realize and 
fulfill their social, academic and civic responsibilities.  Capital 
Preparatory Magnet School will develop skills necessary for students 
to become agents of social change. 

  

Capital Preparatory Magnet School instructors will assess student 
progress towards fulfilling the mission statement through academic 
and behaviors of learning rubrics.  Habits of learning, learner 
expectations, at Capital Preparatory Magnet School are: 
 Students as collaborators 

 Students as information processors 

 Students as problem solvers 

 Students as knowledgeable people 

 Students as responsible and empathetic citizens 

 



QUINT 1-COLLABORATOR 

A collaborator cooperates to achieve individual and 

common goals. 



QUINT 2-RESEARCHER & INFORMATION 

PROCESSOR 

 An information processor extends their 

knowledge by questioning, researching, and 

synthesizing information. 



QUINT 3-EMPATHETIC CITIZEN 

 An empathetic citizen listens to and 

understands the experiences of others and 

is willing to take action. 



QUINT 4-PROBLEM SOLVER 

 A problem solver identifies and analyzes 

problems to develop solutions. 



QUINT 5-COMMUNICATOR & 

KNOWLEDGEABLE PERSON 

 A knowledgeable person communicates 

their ideas, research, and experiences 

through various formats. 



SOCIAL JUSTICE: SERVICE, 

LEARNING, ACTION. 
Teaching our children how to connect to our 

community and the world around us. Identifying 

problems in our community and how to address it. 



SOME EXAMPLES OF SOCIAL JUSTICE 

 Connecting to our community 

 

Our community service enrichment reached out to 

a women and children shelter. We held a toy and 

clothing drive and were able to donate toys to 

children who didn’t have any and we also 

donated clothing to prepare the shelter for the 

upcoming winter months. 

Begins with class projects and service opportunities 

and builds up to Seniors designing and planning 

their own programs for social change. 

 



SOCIAL JUSTICE IN OUR CURRICULUM 

 Quint 3: Equity / Power  

 Kindergarteners Show Kindness 

  

 Enduring Understandings – Students will understand 
that: 
 All humans have basic needs. 

 We can ask for help in different ways. 

 We all have a role in society. 

 Opinions are different than facts. 

 You can count, identify, write, represent, order and compare 
numbers zero to ten. 

 Living things require air, food, water and shelter or space; 
non-living things do not. 

 All living things go through life cycle stages: baby to adult, 
seed to plant.  

  

 



Interdisciplinary Projects 

Kindergarten students will hold a nonperishable food drive at Capital Prep in order to collect food items for the Immaculate 
Conception Shelter in Hartford.  Students will count the nonperishable items and sort them based on a variety of attributes.  
Additionally, representatives from the Immaculate Conception Shelter will come to the school to speak to students at our All 
School about the shelter.  Students will have the opportunity to ask questions to our guest speakers in order to learn more 
about the shelter.  Moreover, students will perform a song at All School and present our collected items to the visitors. 
 
 

This is an example of a Kindergarten project that directly relates to our 
Social Justice Curriculum. They identified a need in the questions above 
and held a food drive to help out a local shelter.  A volunteer came to the 
school and spoke to the children about what a shelter is and how we can 
help homeless people in our community. 



SOCIAL JUSTICE 

CONNECTING TO THE WORLD AROUND US 

 In April we held a moment of silence for Trayvon 

Martin during one of our All School events. We 

spoke about how his murder was unfair and 

holding a moment of silence is a way to honor his 

memory. 



SOCIAL JUSTICE 

CONNECTING TO THE WORLD AROUND US 

 Third Grade Interdisciplinary Unit:  

 Quint 3: Equity and Power  

 If I Were a Child Laborer: Imagining Life as a Child Laborer  

 Estimated Time Range: 8 weeks  

 Enduring Understandings – Students will understand that:  
 1. Multiplication is repeated addition  

 2. Multiplication and division are opposite operations that are linked 
through fact families.  

 3. Decisions made by individuals can impact the global supply of many 
resources.  

 4. Our social differences affect our relationships between each other.  

 5. Child labor exists in many places around the world, sometimes in 
conditions that threaten their lives and health.  

 6. Child labor exists for many reasons, mainly for economic gain.  

 7. Products we use have possibly passed through the hands of a child 
laborer in the process of being made.  

 8. Children who are forced into labor do not go to school or participate in 
recreational activities.  

 



SOCIAL JUSTICE  

CONNECTING TO THE WORLD AROUND US 3RD 

GRADE 

 You have the privilege of coming to school to learn 
and better yourself for the future. Some children at 
your age are working long hours. How would life be 
different if you were a child laborer working in a 
cocoa plantation, tobacco field, cotton farm or fruit-
picking? How would life be different if you were 
working in a factory with hazardous working 
conditions? You have to pretend you are an 8 or 9 
year old child that is working to provide for your 
family. Imagine your typical day and how you would 
feel. Would you go to school? Would you enjoy 
hobbies? Would you get chance to watch television? 
Compare your life now to the life of your pretend 
“character” through a journal entry, story, role-play, 
or skit.   

 



SOCIAL JUSTICE 

CONNECTING TO THE WORLD AROUND US PREK 

 Pre-K Interdisciplinary Unit:  

 Quint 3: Equity/Power  

 Passport Around the World  

 Enduring Understandings – Students will 
understand that:  
 1. Each country has new and engaging information to offer us.  

 2. Foods are different around the world  

 3. Animals, bugs and flowers are unique to the climate of each 
country.  

 4. Music and books about different countries can help us 
understand more about their culture.  

 

 Learner Expectations – Empathetic Citizen  

 Social Justice Strand – Equity & Power  



SOCIAL JUSTICE CONNECTING TO THE 

WORLD AROUND US PREK 

 Students will create a passport- As they learn about 

each country they will select an artifact to put in their 

passport.  

 Students will also help count and measure the 

distances between US and the countries of focus.  

 Students will participate in making a diorama for 

each country.  

 

 Passports as well as the dioramas will be presented to 

parents at the potluck dinner. There will be time for 

families to share with all about their heritage; we will 

encourage families to bring music as well as food from 

their country.   

 



ORGANIZATIONAL MATRIX 



QUINT 3 PRE-K THEMATIC UNIT 

 

For example: Quint 3 Pre-K 

students learned about countries 

around the world. We included 

countries that our students were 

from including (US, Dominican 

Republic, Trinidad, Jamaica, 

Sweden, Ireland etc.) 

 



Quint 3 Pre-K Content 

Areas 
 

Math  Humanities 

Language 

Science 



QUINT 4 2ND/3RD THEMATIC UNIT 

2nd and 3rd Grade students 

created a campaign about an 

environmental issue including 

(Recycling, littering, planting 

more trees, conserving water, 

or pest-control) After 

determining your 

environmental issue, you 

need to find a solution. What 

will you do to help stop this?  
  

 



Quint 4 2nd/3rd  Content 

Areas 
 

Math  

Humanities Language 

Science 



CAPITAL PREPARATORY MAGNET 

SCHOOL SYLLABUS 

 *Welcome message: 

Message to student and parent 

Updated policies 

Signatures 

  

*Topic/Title: 

Quints 

  

*Social justice question: 

Defining what the social question is 

Creating lessons to defend the question 

  

*Learner Expectation: 

What are the five learner expectations? 

The connection with social justice theme 

  

*Enduring Understandings: 

The expectation of student management of self and 
school work 

  

 

*Essential Questions: 

The how’s, why’s, what’s 

  

*Objectives: 

What teacher intend to teach students 

  

*Assessments: 

Method of measuring student comprehension 

  

*Interdisciplinary Project: 

1. The creation of artifacts/evidence of the topic 
studied 

  

*Academic Enrichments: 

Reinforce support materials, places, people 

     

*Homework policy 

1. Timeline 

 


